
  

 

 

 

Lawsuits, a Win and a Loss 

Vice Chair Lou Stefanelli reported that the NJLP has received a 

nearly $3,000 refund from the successful litigation against the 

New Jersey election law. The NJLPôs original $3,300 

contribution supported the joint lawsuit with the NJ Green Party 

and the NJ Conservative Party. For the net $300 investment the 

NJLPôs and other partiesô candidates and independents can now 

use out of district petitioners to gather signatures. 

Also the NJLPôs State Fund can become an official Political 

Party Committee with much higher contributions allowed plus it 

can give unlimited  support to individual NJLP candidates. Like 

the Republicans and Democrats the NJLP State Political Party 

Committee can collect up to $25,000 per year from each 

contributor, including corporations, unions, and other political 

committees. The Libertarian National Committee could even 

now contribute $72,000 to the NJLP Political Committee. 

Remember, once the NJLP Political Party Committee collects 

the funds, there are no limits to the amount it can contribute to 

any candidate or political committee! Formerly, the NJLP State 

Fund as a Continuing Political Committee could only provide 

$8,200 to a candidate for his/her candidate committee.  

Finally, Republicrats had exempted themselves from the 

lobbying rules [See NJAC 19:25-20.3(a)4.]: ñattempts to 

influence legislation or é regulation shall not apply to éacts of 

a duly organized national, state or local committee of a political 

party.ò Now, that exemption includes the NJLP! Our county 

committees and the NJLP Steering Committee/State Board can 

work to defeat or support anything while being free of onerous 

and meddlesome lobbying regulations. 

The lawsuit brought by the Libertarian Party and Jason Scheurer 

vs. the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission 

asked the court to rule on the constitutionality of the misnamed 

Fair and Clean Elections (FACE) law. Alas, the judge has 

dismissed the case. At press time the details were not available, 

but Attorney Walter Luers will get the transcripts and an appeal 

will be considered.  

Since the election has passed and the relevant statute expires in 

March, further actions may have to be made before a new FACE 

law is enacted. 

            
 

Regional Convention on March 14-16 
By Lou Jasikoff, NJLP Chair  

Dear Fellow Libertarians, 

I am proud to invite you to the 2008 Libertarian Party of New 

Jersey/Pennsylvania Convention on March 14, 15, & 16 at the 

Desmond Hotel in Malvern, Pennsylvania.  This location, west 

of Philadelphia, offers easy access via the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike, the Schuylkill Expressway or Rt. 202.  The hotel was 

selected for its high quality accommodations, great food and 

state-of-the-art technology. 

This convention will be of particular importance as we prepare 

for the 2008 elections.  So far we have eight Libertarian 

Presidential candidates confirmed to attend.  Each contender for 

the party's nomination will have an opportunity to address the 

convention attendees with a short half hour presentation, then 

come together for an exciting debate.  This will be an excellent 

opportunity to evaluate these presidential hopefuls prior to the 

national convention in Denver. 

Continued on Page 2 
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To insure that this is one of the best conventions ever, the NJLP 

has joined forces with the Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania.  

This unique convention will provide great opportunities to 

collaborate, not only with fellow members of New Jersey and 

Pennsylvania, but also representatives from W. Virginia, 

Delaware, Maryland and New England states.  In addition to the 

presidential debate, a wide range of workshops, speakers, and 

social events are scheduled. Featured speakers will include 

Larken Rose, Michael Badnarik, Bill Redpath, and Don 

Ernsberger.  (Please see page 6 for biographies on each 

speaker.) Our members are sure to be informed and inspired.  

The NJLP business meeting will be held on Saturday March 15 

starting at 9:00 AM in a special hospitality suite at the hotel. 

Party business includes election of officers, selection of NJLP 

candidates for 2008, and choosing 20 delegates to the National 

LP Convention in Denver being held May 22 - 26, 2008. Also 

part of the business meeting are county caucuses where county 

officers are chosen and Representatives to the NJLP Board are 

elected. See the convention agenda following. 

In addition to the regular convention activities, members are 

invited to the Montgomery County Hospitality Suite on Friday 

& Saturday nights.  Enjoy beverages with your fellow 

Libertarians while supporting local activists.  Having personally 

attended this event last year I can tell you it was a great time and 

most enjoyable just mingling with like-minded individuals in a 

very relaxed atmosphere. (Details are on pages 7-8.)   

Arrive Friday morning to take Michael Badnarik's full day 

Constitution class.  Convention attendees save $50 on the 

tuition.  Register at www.ConstitutionPreservation.org.  

Please take a minute to complete the enclosed registration form 

on page 9.  Save money by signing up by March 1.  You can 

also register on-line at www.lppa.org/convention or visit our site 

at www.njlp.org for continuing updates. 

In putting this convention together, everyone involved looked to 

make this convention something specialïa convention we could 

all be proud of.  We wanted to expand on the new wave of 

liberty and enthusiasm we have heard so much of lately.  This is 

your chance to get back involved and help grow the party so 

please try to attend.  Any donations towards our convention 

costs would also be greatly appreciated as all fees were based 

strictly on cost. 

If you have any questions about our event please feel free to 

contact me at atiofny@aol.com or call 570-878-7532. You can 

also contact Jim Babb the LPPa Convention Chair at 610-539-

8825 or jamesbabb@mac.com . 

We look forward to seeing you, 

PS. Do you have a product or service of interest to Libertarians?  

If so we have a limited number of exhibition tables available, as 

well as advertising space in the convention booklet.   

NJLP Convention Agenda 

Call to order and quorum check  9:00 AM 

Agenda review and approval 

Chair report  

Vice chair report  

Secretary's report including minutes of prior meeting  

Treasurer's report and presentation of budget  

New business:  

    Bylaws changes (see below)  

Election of new officers  

Nomination of candidates  

County caucuses  

County committee reports  

Member recognition  

Announcements  

Future meetings 

Adjournment 

 

Bylaws change proposal by Jay Edgar 

Please consider the following to change paragraph 5.d.7 of our 

Bylaws to add the underlined material: 

5.d.7. Steering Committee members chosen by petition shall be 

NJLP members who assume their posts by filing with the 

Secretary, a dated petition of appointment signed by at least 5% 

of the entire NJLP membership plus five (5) members. No 

member may sign more than one such petition at one time, and 

the member may remove his or her name at any time. Any NJLP 

member may challenge the current validity of a by-petition 

Steering Committee member at any time. A challenge will 

require the Secretary to check and state the validity of the 

petition. Any Steering Committee member by-petition whose 

support falls below the level noted above, whether by loss of 

signatures or growth of the NJLP, shall be notified and have 

until the next General Meeting to obtain sufficient signatures or 

else cease to be on the NJLP Steering Committee. In any event, 

such term will expire one year from the date of the petition or at 

the conclusion of the next State Convention, whichever comes 

last. 

Rationale: The only way to remove a by-petition at-large 

member is by decertifying his petition. Requiring the secretary 

to reverify the validity of each petition prior to every steering 

committee meeting is a burdensome requirement. Due to this I 

donôt think itôs ever being done. 

Future Meetings & Events 

Sunday, February 24 ï NJLP State Board at 

Tumultyôs Pub in New Brunswick, 1:00-4:30 PM 

Saturday, March 15 ï LPPa & NJLP Regional 

Convention: at the Desmond Hotel in Malvern, 

PA. See page7-9 for information & form. 
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