
EMINENT DOMAIN 
 
In Kelo v. City of New London, the U.S. Supreme  
court ruled that it was legal for the government to  
forcibly take one person's home or business and 
convey it to other private owners if the governing 
body expects the action to generate greater tax 
revenues. As a reaction to this decision, many 
lawmakers across the nation have rushed to pass 
restrictions on the use of eminent domain to obtain 
property that is then turned over to private 
developers for non-public uses.   
 
The Libertarian Party strongly is the only party in 
New Jersey working to curtail this practice.  
 
According to the Institute for Justice, the  
Libertarian law firm that defended Kelo, there are 
currently more than 25 New Jersey towns engaged in 
eminent domain abuses. 
 
"Obviously, these are Democrat and Republican law 
makers involved in eminent domain abuses" 
declared Jay Edgar, the newly elected Vice-Chair. "I 
look forward to educating New Jersey citizens as to 
the resources they have at their disposal and why 
libertarian minded public officials would never 
engage in this type of abuse." 
 

IN THE RACE 
CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES NOMINATED AT 
CONVENTION 
Jay Edgar in the 4 th distric 
Lou Jasikoff in the 8 th  distric 
Jason Scheurer in the 12th 
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NJLP Chooses Action 
Sets Sights on Ending Eminent Domain 

 

NJLP Senate 
candidate Len 
Flynn plotting 
his campaign 
strategy shortly 
after being 
nominated at  
the State 
Convention. 
 

Make us 
proud, Len! 

 



 

Maplewood Shelves “Gang Loitering” Ordinance 
 
MAPLEWOOD:  At its April 4, 2006 meeting, the Maplewood Township Committee postponed consideration of a 
controversial “gang loitering” ordinance until July.  The ordinance was postponed after Morgan Shevett, a Maplewood 
resident and Libertarian Party member, questioned the township’s authority to pass such an ordinance.  Shevett’s question 
was sparked by a March 29, 2006 letter to the Committee from New Jersey Libertarian Party Chairman Ken Chazotte.   
 
Shevett and Chazotte both contended that loitering and other ordinances meant to govern “street conduct” are preempted by 
the state criminal code.  The code, they argued, was intended by the legislature to be a complete system of law that left no 
room for a patchwork of similar regulations at the local level.   The Township Attorney agreed and recommended that the 
ordinance be rejected.  The Committee, however, opted to postpone consideration of the ordinance until its July 14, 2006 
meeting.  The Committee said that it expected the legislature to consider a statewide “gang loitering” prohibition by that 
time.   
 
Maplewood’s proposed ordinance would have allowed police to disperse groups of people from public streets if the group 
contained at least one member of a “criminal street gang” and if the police believed that the group might engage in gang 
activity.  A troubling aspect of the ordinance is that a “criminal street gang” member is defined as a person who has 
“committed” certain criminal offenses “regardless of whether the prior offenses have resulted in convictions.”  Accordingly, 
people who have never been convicted of an offense would be within the proposed ordinance’s scope. 
 
Studies have shown that similar gang loitering laws are ineffective and lead to selective, racially-tinged enforcement.  See, 
e.g.,  http://www.aclu.org/crimjustice/juv/10276prs20000111.html and Albert W. Alschuler & Stephen J. Schulhofer, 
Antiquated Procedures or Bedrock Rights?: A Response to Professors Meares and Kahan, 1998 U. Chi. Legal F. 215, 234 
(1998) 
 

Hon. Fred R. Profeta, Mayor and       March 30, 2006  
Members of the Maplewood Township Committee 
574 Valley Street  
Maplewood, NJ 07040 
 
RE: Proposed Ord. 2340-06 
 
Dear Mayor Profeta and Members of the Township Committee: 
 

We are informed that on April 4, 2006, the Township Committee will consider passing the captioned ordinance which 
seeks to prohibit “gang loitering.”   We are also informed that two identical bills pending in the State Legislature, A464 and S755, 
seek to  “permit municipalities to enact ordinances allowing police departments to curb gang loitering.”1   

 
Since neither A464 or S755 has been enacted into law, we assert that your proposal, if enacted, would be preempted1 by 

the New Jersey Criminal Code.  The legislature, of course, would have no need to authorize municipalities to enact “gang 
loitering” ordinances if municipalities already possessed that authority.  

 
We ask that you please direct your municipal attorney to review and render his opinion on our assertion. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  We look forward to hearing from you.  
 

       Respectfully , 
       
       NEW JERSEY LIBERTARIAN PARTY  
 
 
 

      Kenneth Chazotte Jr. 
      Chairman 

 
cc.  Roger J. Desiderio, Esq., Township Attorney  
 (via Fax to 973-325-3115) 
 
1 Assembly Bill No. 464, Sponsor’s statement. 
1 See, e.g., State v. Crawley, 90 N.J. 241 (1982), State v. Paserchia, 356 N.J. Super. 461 (App. Div. 2003).  

Original letter mailed to Mayor and Counsel. [Reformatted to fit on page.] 







Libertarian Response To Corzine Budget 
Address 
Amboy Beacon, April 5, 2006, transcribed 
 
Dear editor: 
 
As part of his 2006 Budget Address, Gov. Jon Corzine 
announced that New Jersey, one of the highest-taxed states in 
the nation, is "broke". 
 
This "fact" didn't dissuade Mr. Corzine from proposing a 
Budget of $30.9 billion, an increase of about 10-percent over 
last year's. Furthermore, Mr. Corzine proposes tax-increases, 
cuts to pension-fund contributions and an abandonment of his 
campaign pledge to increase property-tax rebates to low-
income earners and senior citizens. 
 
The Libertarian Party of New Jersey appreciates the 
considerable challenge associated with fixing New Jersey's 
broken fiscal policies. However, we can't let-slide the 
inference that those of use who believe government waste, 
fraud and inefficiencies amount to billions of dollars are 
somehow "snake-oil salesmen" or "hiding the painful 
alternatives and choices that will truly-address our failing 
financial circumstances". 
 
Clearly, we're highly skeptical of the argument that Mr. 
Corzine put-forth.  However, we do applaud his formation of a 
"Special Task Force" to re-engineer our state government.  
And, because we're so-skeptical, we believe that including at 
least one Libertarian on this Task Force - without pay, of 
course - will go a long way toward making recommendations 
more -acceptable to those who believe in the benefits of 
smaller government. 
 
Kenneth Chazotte, State Chair,  
N.J. Libertarian Party 

PROFILE 
 

 

 
 

 
Professor Bradley Smith is currently professor 
of law at Capital University.  He served 5 yrs in 
Washington, DC as Commissioner, Vice Chair, and 
Chair of the Federal Election Commission (FEC).  His 
writings have appeared in such academic 
publications as the Yale and Georgetown Law 
Journals, and Pennsylvania Law Review, and in 
popular periodicals such as the Wall Street Journal, 
USA Today, and National Review.  In 2001, 
Princeton University Press published his book, 
"Unfree Speech: The Folly of Campaign Reform", 
which was praised by syndicated columnist George 
Will as "the year's most important book on 
governance".  Named FEC Chairman in January 
2004, Professor Smith oversaw implementation of 
the McCain- Feingold campaign finance bill, and 
successfully fought to increase due process 
protections for defendants in FEC enforcement 
actions.  Professor Smith has spoken at over 30 of 
the nation's law schools, including Harvard, Yale, 
Columbia, Stanford, Chicago, Michigan, and NYU.  
His many media credits include national appearances 
on ABC, NBC, PBS, Fox, CNBC, 
 
MSNBC, C-Span, and Bloomberg Media, including 
such programs as 'Hardball' with Chris Mathews, and 
the 'O'Reilly Factor'.  He has also appeared on 
numerous local and national radio programs, and 
made TV appearances in Great Britain, Japan, and 
Canada. 
 
 

Former FEC Chairman and Law 
Professor Bradley Smith pauses 
during his presentation on "The 
Folly of Campaign Finance 
Reform" at the NJLP Convention. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruling: Old Bridge must provide minutes 
 
Home News Tribune Online 04/26/06 
By KRISTIN BOYD 
STAFF WRITER 
(732) 565-7256 
kboyd@thnt.com 
 
OLD BRIDGE ­ Residents wanting to access the minutes from Township Council's executive 
meetings should not have to wait months for the information, a state agency ruled recently. 
 
The Government Records Council, which oversees the Open Public Records Act, issued the ruling 
earlier this month after receiving a complaint from John Paff, who requested executive session 
minutes from the township clerk in March 2005. 
 
"Most people say there is no way to get public information in New Jersey. It's because (they) don't 
have a year to wait for it," said Paff, chairman of the Open Government Task Force of the 
Libertarian Party of Central Jersey. 
 
The Government Records Council ruled Township Clerk Rose-Marie Saracino violated state law by 
denying Paff's request to review the council's executive session minutes from December 2003 and 
March 2004. 
 
But, according to Township Attorney Jerry Convery, Saracino could not give Paff the minutes 
because of a township ordinance enacted in the 1990s. The ordinance states the majority of council 
members must vote to release the minutes, he said. 
 
"She was between a rock and a hard place," Convery said. "She was following an ordinance from 
her own township's government." 
 
The ordinance was revised in July, and Convery said accessing executive session minutes, as well 
as other public documents, has been easier. 
 
When a request is submitted, he is able to review the executive session minutes immediately and 
return them to the clerk, who can then ask the Township Council to release them, he said. 
 
"We revamped the process, and now we're complying with the (GRC) order," he said. "It's not that 
anybody is trying to preclude the public from getting this information. It's just executive -session 
minutes are different from regular-meeting minutes." 
 
In addition, the Government Records Council also ordered the township to make its form for 
requesting public records clearer. Convery said the township is modeling its updated request form 
after the state's form. 
 
Paff is ready to test out that form and the township's revamped OPRA process. And he's hoping 
other residents will do the same. 
 
"This information should be public," he said. "Let's bring it out in the open. Let's see exactly what 
they're doing here. This is the people's government." 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cost of meeting tapes plunges after lawsuit 
BY JOHN DUNPHY 
Staff Writer 
 
EDISON - Now, if you wanted to, you could buy 16 
tapes of last week's council meeting and it would still 
cost less than it used to. 
 
Edison has lowered the price for copies of township 
meetings, from $50 to $3, effective immediately. 
 
"The [Libertarian Party of New Jersey] previously sued 
the township prior to this administration for onerous 
OPRA [Open Public Records Act] fees related to the 
cost of providing electronic copies of council meeting 
minutes," said  Mayor Jun Choi. "We agreed with the 
court's decision that it was onerous."  
 
Although the price reduction was introduced during last 
week's council meeting and won't officially be adopted 
until next week, the change is already in  effect, said 
Choi spokesman David Donnelly. 
 
In addition to the $3 charge for VHS cassettes and 
DVDs, audio cassettes will  now be $2, recordable 
compact discs $1.25 and floppy discs will cost $1. 
 
"We believe very strongly in open and accessible 
government, so we had engaged in negotiations to settle 
with [the Libertarian Party of NJ]," Choi said. "It has 
been known that government agencies would artificially 
set high rates to limit the number of OPRA requests that 
must be fulfilled. We believe that we need to follow the 
spirit and the intent of the Open Public Records Act, and 
that's what we're doing here in Edison." 
 
Councilwoman Antonia Ricigliano was in full 
agreement with the need to reduce the prices of the 
tapes. She said she had spoken out against the rise in the 
rate before she was elected to the council. 
 
"It was a revenue increasing type of thing," she said. 
"The Libertarian Party brought it to court and won the 
case. Now, all that can be charged is the cost of the tape. 
It's public information anyway; why should it be so 
difficult for people to have access to it?"  
 
Michael D'Amato, the acting broadcast communications 
manager for Channel 22, the Edison television station 
would often tell people not to buy the tapes and record 
the meetings from their televis ions to save money. 

 
 

   
 
     John Paff – NJLP Picnic, 2005 
 
 
 He said he believed the high price was to discourage 
more requests because of the small station's limited staff 
of three. Still, he thinks the price reduction is a good 
idea. 
 
"I think they'll be a lot more requests," D'Amato said. 
"Fifty dollars was a bit much." 
 
So, if you want 16 copies of a council meeting, planning 
board meeting, or any other televised township event for 
$48, or you just want one copy for $3, fill out those 
OPRA requests  and head on down to town hall. 
 
"I'm very happy about it," Ricigliano said. "It's a cliche 
and I know it, but, an educated public really is a good 
voter." 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hunterdon Democrat  
April 27, 2006  
 

Activist Criticizes Readington Action  

 
By Conor Greene  
READINGTON TWP.  
 
READINGTON TWP. - John Paff, secretary of the Central Jersey chapter of the Libertarian Party who has successfully 
fought for open government in municipalities around the state, is objecting to the township's hiring of a public 
relations firm to sway public opinion regarding the future of Solberg Airport.  
 
Mr. Paff, chairman of the Open Government Task Force of the Libertarian's Central Jersey chapter, has won several 
battles with municipalities regarding issues such as the awarding of no -bid contracts and access to public records. Mr. 
Paff questions the legality of using Connell Foley, special counsel for the township regarding Solberg Airport, to hire 
the public relations firm in January. By giving the law firm the authority to "retain all vendors or consultants 
necessary" for a possible acquisition of the open space surrounding the airport, Connell Foley, "itself a recipient of a 
no-bid contract, was purportedly authorized to hire other professionals and consultants who were paid out of public 
treasury on a no -bid basis," Mr. Paff wrote in an April 12 letter to Susan Jacobucci, director of the state Division of 
Local Government Services.  
 
Earlier this month, the Township Committee amended the contract with CN Communications so that Readington will 
be billed directly, instead of having bills filtered through Connell Foley. The company's principals are paid $300 per 
hour with the total amount not to exceed $40,000.  
 
The firm is communicating the township's position regarding a possible purchase of the development rights on the 55 
acres used for actual airport operations and the outright purchase of much of the remanding open space on the 726-
acre property. On May 16, residents will have the opportunity to vote on a proposed $22 million bond ordinance that 
would fund the purchase. Mr. Paff says that the original deal still constitutes a violation of the Local Public Contracts 
Law because "it deprives the public any knowledge that the (public relations) contract had been entered into." He says 
that the township should have still passed a formal resolution and placed a legal notice in the newspaper to serve as 
public notice. "The purpose of the resolution and notification requirements is to keep the public informed of how its 
money is being spent," he wrote. "This purpose is thwarted when local governments spend money on one service 
'through' another vendor."  
 
In a March 27 letter to county Prosecutor Patrick Barnes, Mr. Paff argues that using taxpayer money to garner support 
for one side of a controversial public question violates the principles set forth in a 1953 state Supreme Court decision. 
In that situation, a school board "made use of public funds to advocate one side only of the controversial question 
without affording the dissenters the (same) opportunity," Mr. Paff wrote. He asks the prosecutor to investigate whether 
Readington is violating the law.  
 
"The law says they can't take taxpayer dollars of people opposed to the referendum... to influence the outcome of a 
public election," Mr. Paff said in an interview. "It seems to be a really egregious example of government doing things 
totally wrong." Mr. Paff , of Franklin Township, Somerset County, said that he gets involved in cases around the state 
because people are often hesitant to speak out about issues in their home municipality out of fear of reprisal. "It's 
important fo r people who don't live there to bring issues up because it's hard to bring something up where you live," he 
explained. One of the party's goals is to "bring all government entities into one hundred percent compliance," he said. 
He said that Readington has been on his radar for several years. "Some towns you look at and get a gut feeling that 
things are fundamentally wrong," he said. "When I see an egregious example I look to throw a money wrench in the 
works."  
 
Mayor Gerard Shamey defended the hiring of CN Communications because of the complexity of the issue. He called 
objections to the hiring "much ado about nothing. He noted that Solberg Aviation has also hired a public relations firm.  
 
To property owners who are opposed to a municipal purchase of the airport and don't want their tax money used to 
convince them and others otherwise, Mayor Shamey said that "the overwhelming majority are in support of preserving 
the airport as it is" and that all five committee members were "elected on platforms of... airport preservation." 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 







 

In The Spotlight 
Cops Say 'Legalize Drugs!'  
2006-03-21  
In an effort to expand the Monmouth/Ocean Libertarian Party, the Monmouth/Ocean team 
invited Retired Police Captain, Peter Christ from Law Enforcement Against Prohibition (LEAP) to 
speak about the repercussions from the “War on Drugs.”  
 
Jay Edgar was responsible for setting up the meeting. He invited NJLP members but also reached 
out to libertarian minded people from online communities. The turnout was excellent as there 
were many new faces in the crowd to hear Peter speak. 
 
In addition to the Peter Christ, attendees also had a chance to meet U.S. Senate candidate Len 
Flynn and U.S. Congressional candidate Jay Edgar.  
 
Congratulations Jay for sponsoring such a wonderful event!  

 

Peter Christ is a retired police captain. Throughout 
Christ's 20-year career enforcing drug laws, he 
believed that "the drug war can never be won, and is 
doing more harm than good." After retiring from the 
police force in 1989, Mr. Christ began speaking out 
publicly against the Drug War. In 1993, he became 
one of ReconsiDer: Forum on Drug Policy's first 
members, and quickly became the group's leading 
spokesperson. Mr. Christ's topics include: the Drug 
War's impact on the judiciary, police activities in the 
drug war, the drug war's impact on prison 
populations and minority communities, sentencing 
issues, and the effectiveness of drug education 

programs in reducing drug use. 

In addition to working for drug policy reform, Mr. Christ is a member of the 
Police Conference of New York, the Western New York Association of Retired 
Police Officers, and the Police Captains and Lieutenants Association of Erie 
County. 

UPCOMMING MEETINGS 
 
Sunday, May  21- Steering Committee meeting - 1:00 PM at Emerson Ellett’s house.  
Sunday, June 11- State Board meeting  1:00 PM at Tumulty's Pub in New Brunswick. 
 
STATE PICNIC 
 
Saturday, July   8 – Annual Picnic - 1:00 PM at Len Flynn’s house 



Send your check made payable to:  
 
NJLP 
c/o Robert Hull 
12 Liberty Lane 
Grafton, NH 03240 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
         I WANT TO KNOW MORE!  PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 
 

BOOKS: Libertarianism in One Lesson – David Bergland, the Libertarian Party’s 1984 Presidential Candidate, 
presents a comprehensive but concise explanation of the Libertarian philosophy; 126 pages, softcover.  
Donation - $9.00 

Healing Our World: The Other Piece of the Puzzle – Dr. Mary Ruwart, AIDS Researcher, explores how 
our deepest and most troubling problems are caused by government coercion, and how to solve them; 308 
pages, softcover. Donation - $19.00 

Special – Send me both books for my donation of $24.00. 
 

Expanded Info Pack — an executive overview of Libertarianism.  Donation $3.00 
 

PAMPHLETS:  (no donation necessary): 
 
 ?  What Happened to the Family Budget?  ?  Working to Cut Your Taxes 
 ?  Making Your Neighborhood Safe Again  ?  Solving Your Health Care Crisis 
 ?  Equal Rights for Gun Owners   ?  Towards a More Sensible Drug Policy 
 ?  Ending the Welfare State 

  

 ?  Thanks for the information, I’m not interested at this time. Please remove my name from your list. 

 
 Please advise us of any corrections to your name or address.              
                       Please send any corrections to: membership@njlp.org 
                                                 or the address at the right. 
 
 

Make check payable to NJLP and mail to:  NJLP, c/o Robert Hull 12 Liberty Lane Grafton, NH 03240-3439 
Federal law requires political committees to report the name, mailing address, and occupation and name of employer for each individual whose 

contributions aggregate in excess of $200 in a calendar year. Political contributions are not tax deductible. 

 

LIBERTARIAN 
PARTY 

P.O. BOX 56 
TENNENT • NJ • 07763 

NEW JERSEY 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1 800  201-NJLP 

 
I want to become a member of the Libertarian Party!  I have checked the level at 
which I want to join and have enclosed the corresponding dues.   I certify that I do 
not believe in or advocate the initiation of force to achieve social or  political goals.  
(Signature required for membership only)  X 

 
Name  

Address 

City  State ZIP 
 

Telephone (         ) Email 

Occupation & Employer 

Newsletter subscription(s) are included with your membership(s). 

Donation 
Enclosed is  my  

additional contribution 
of $  to  he lp  the 
NJLP in its  efforts to 
expand individual liberty. 
 

Send to a Friend 
I have a friend who  

might be interested in the  
NJLP.   Please send a 
complimentary copy of the 
New Jersey Libertarian to: 

  

  
  
 

 
 

$15 – Regular membership Please remove my 
name if the mailing 
list is rented. 

09/13/03 

 



 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey Libertarian Party  
PO Box 56 

Tennent New Jersey  07763  
800-201-NJLP   www.njlp.org  

 
 

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt   iiss  nnoo tt  rreeaassoonn;;  ii tt   iiss  
nnoott   eellooqquueennccee;;  ii tt   iiss  ffoo rrccee..  LLiikkee  
ffii rree,,  ii tt   iiss  aa  ddaannggeerroouuss  sseerrvvaanntt  

aanndd  aa   ffeeaarr ffuull  mmaasstteerr ..  
  ––  GGeeoorrggee   WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  

IIff  yyee  lloovvee  wweeaalltthh  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  
lliibbeerrttyy,,  tthhee  ttrraannqquuiilliittyy  ooff  

sseerrvviittuuddee  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  tthhee  
aanniimmaattiinngg  ccoonntteesstt  ffoorr  ffrreeeeddoomm,,  ggoo  
hhoommee  ffrroomm  uuss  iinn  ppeeaaccee..  WWee  sseeeekk  
nnoott  yyoouurr  ccoouunnsseell,,  nnoorr  yyoouurr  aarrmmss..  
CCrroouucchh  ddoowwnn  aanndd  lliicckk  tthhee  hhaanndd  
tthhaatt  ffeeeeddss  yyoouu..  MMaayy  yyoouurr  cchhaaiinnss  
sseett  lliigghhttllyy  uuppoonn  yyoouu;;  aanndd  mmaayy  

ppoosstteerriittyy  ffoorrggeett  tthhaatt  yyee  wweerree  oouurr  
ccoouunnttrryymmeenn..  ––  SSaammuueell  AAddaammss 

TTiimmiidd  mmeenn  pprree ffeerr  tthhee  ccaa llmm  oo ff  
ddeessppoottiissmm  ttoo  tthhee  tteemmppeessttuuoouuss  

sseeaa  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy..  
––  TThhoommaass  JJeeffffeerrssoonn 

ADDRESS SERVICES REQUESTED 

IIff  yyoouu  aarree  nnoott   ff rreeee  ttoo   cchhoooossee  
wwrroonnggllyy  aanndd   ii rrrreessppoonnssiibbllyy,,   yyoouu  

aarree  nnoo tt  ffrreeee  aa tt  aa llll ..  
––  JJaaccoobb  HHoorrnnbbeerrggeerr  ((11999955)) 


